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"There exists a secret affinity between certain images; it holds equally for the objects represented
by these images." René Magritte
In The intimate and extraordinary life of rocks, Mai Hofstad Gunnes, Setareh Shahbazi, and Eve K.
Tremblay take a basic unit of architecture—the rock—as a poetic element with which to combine
personal and literary narratives through image, collage, video, and installation. Using discrete
narrative units to reveal moments of coincidence, parallelism, and disclosure, the gallery space
becomes a receptacle – a space for both collecting and rearranging loose elements of the artists’
stories. Like Fernand Pouillon’s historical novel The Stones of the Abbey—in which the stone by
stone construction of a 12th century church metaphorically provides the formal structure of the text
– the three artists will present works that have evolved through study of rocks and geology.
Perhaps the most fecund conceptual overlap between architecture and narrative is the importance
of structure. The arrangement of related elements into something not only cohesive, but also
stable, provides the foundation from which both architectural and narrative forms can take shape.
The merging of these structures introduces a new tension into the framework of both architecture
and narrative. Is the stability of stone weakened by the fluidity of thought? How can the shape of a
story define the form of a space? What we find in testing this idea through exhibition is that
space—both architectural and nontangible narrative spaces—are linked by a dependence on
personal, physical experience. In the Hypnerotomachia Poliphili (1499), we follow Poliphilo as he
moves through various architectural contexts that bring about the development of a personal
narrative – his exploration of both types of space becomes the method for his self-discovery.

And yet by focusing on the basic unit of narrative and narrative-building, Gunnes, Shahbazi and
Tremblay are further able to penetrate what one might consider the picturesque surface of the
completed story—the façade its architectural cognate—by daring to address the fragment. The
rock, the individualized unit, often lives beyond the climax of its fully built superstructure,
weathering time in the decaying forms of the archaic—the ruins that continue to make plain the
beauty of the vanishing.
During the exhibition the artists will organize a weekend of activities including a story-telling round
table and a field trip that will bring together practitioners from various artistic and scientific
disciplines. The intimate and extraordinary life of rocks will culminate in a publication of the
collected narratives that take shape over the course of the exhibition.
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